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ciepredations or teach them how to face them;, if it cannot
help them in the face of danger, it will lose its prestige and
popularity. No person or corporation can live long on his
or its capital. The latter has to circulate and multiply itself.
The Congress has become popular because it has been
foremost in fighting imperialism. Today the old way is of
no avail. Xobody thinks c: mass revolt zz the present mo-
ment. The best, quickest, and most efficient way is to build
up  from   the   bottom.  The  psychological   moment   has
come. "Back to the villages!" has become a necessiiv from
even" point of view. Now is the time to decentralize pro-
duction and distribution. Every village has to become a
self-sufficient republic. This does not require brave resolu-
tions. It requires brave, corporate, intelligent work. As far
as I know a$ the present moment this is common ground
between the rulers and the people-
Let every Congressman answer for himself whether
he will be a soldier cr servant of peace or whether he v.-iii
become a nonentity unwilling to taie Ms place in building
up Swaraj.
On train BardoH-Wardha, S-l-'42
Harijan, 18-1-1942
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The greatest need of the immediate present is to feed
the hungry and dothe the naked. There is already scarcity
in the land both of food and clothing. As the war progresses,
both the scarcities must increase. There are no imports
from outside, either of food-stuff or of cloth. The well-to-do
may not feel the pinch as yet or at all, but the poor are feel-
ing it now. The well-to-do live on the poor. There is no other
way. What is then their duty? He who saves gains as much,
that is to say he produces as much. Hence those who feel
for the poor, those who would be one with them must cur-
tail their wants. There are many ways. I shall only mention
some here. There is much, too much food eaten and wasted
by the well-to-do.

